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Living our Faith 

At the age of 40, Harvey LeRoy Lee Atwater was known for his political 

acumen, savvy, vitality and charisma. He was an American political consultant and 

advisor to both Ronald Reagan and George H.W. Bush. He certainly aroused a lot 

of controversy through his aggressive campaign tactics. Some say he wrote the 

book on dirty tactics. He is responsible for what is known as the Southern Strategy. 

He had a bright future ahead of him. Suddenly, his health went bad. The problem 

turned out to be a brain tumor that would take his life quickly at 4o. During his 

illness, he observed that something was not right both with our society and himself. 

He wrote: “My illness helped me to see what was missing in society is what is 

missing in me – a little heart, a lot of brotherhood.” He added, “We must …speak 

to this spiritual vacuum at the heart of American society.” 

 

Questions: Think of the advantages I have by worldly standards. How do I use 

them to help the disadvantaged?  For whom do I find it difficult to have empathy? 

How can I strengthen my empathy towards those who are not like me? 
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Accused of virtue signaling? Be virtuous anyway. 

Scripture is clear that doing good because it is good is pleasing to God—even 

if you aren't a believer. 

MARK P. SHEA 

Charges of “virtue-signaling” can be found frequently on social media these days. 

After the murder of George Floyd, those who expressed outrage at both the murder 

and the systemic abuse of power by police were scolded for virtue-signaling. 

Climate activist Greta Thunberg has been accused of virtue-signaling when she 

pleads for sanity in addressing climate change. Critics of Putin’s war against 

Ukraine have been told they are simply virtue-signaling. Whether you prefer a 

vegan diet, practice kindness to homeless people, or oppose the death penalty, 

there’s a chance you will be told that you are motivated not by genuine ethical 

concern, but by virtue-signaling. 

Well-intended people, intimidated by such charges, may be tempted to silence 

themselves out of fear they will be seen as show-offs. They may be confused by 

the charge and, being humble, wonder if there might be something in it. Is it just 

showing off to protest an evil or advocate for a good? Nobody likes a poser. 

But these well-intentioned people should not be silenced. Still less should they be 

ashamed, as God is with them, not against them, and gives them tools to build their 

confidence as they seek to speak for what is right. 

Yes, there is such a thing as virtue-signaling, and the gospel can be a useful 

diagnostic in distinguishing when it is happening. Jesus warns against it, saying, 

“Beware of practicing your piety before men in order to be seen by them; for then 

you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven” (Matt. 6:1). The 

essence of virtue-signaling is not “saying and doing good things,” nor is it even 

“saying and doing good things publicly.” Jesus, after all, both said and did good 

things publicly all the time. The essence of virtue-signaling is, rather, saying and 

doing good things to be applauded by other people rather than to please God. 

If a person says or does a good thing because they believe it is the right thing to 

say or do, or that it pleases God, or because their conscience demands they do it, 

they are not virtue-signaling. And this, according to St. Paul, extends even to those 

who are not Christian or who do not believe in God: 

“When Gentiles, who do not possess the law, do instinctively what the law 

requires, these, though not having the law, are a law to themselves. They show that 

https://uscatholic.org/authors/mark-p-shea/
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what the law requires is written on their hearts, to which their own conscience also 

bears witness; and their conflicting thoughts will accuse or perhaps excuse them 

on the day when, according to my gospel, God, through Jesus Christ, will judge the 

secret thoughts of all” (Rom. 2:14–16). 

And remember the words of Jesus: 

“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after 

lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lamp stand, and it gives 

light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that 

they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven” (Matt. 

5:14–16). 

Jesus not only commanded us to do good deeds; he delights for them to be seen. 

Deeds that are done, or words that are said for the glory of God, or simply because 

they are the right thing to do or say, are pleasing to God indeed. Again, this applies 

even to those who might not believe in God. God cares far more that we do God’s 

will than that God gets the credit for it. 

This is the point of the parable of the sheep and the goats. The sheep, when they 

meet Jesus, who commends them for caring for him, are astonished and ask, 

“When did we see you hungry, thirsty, naked, sick, in prison?” Though they had no 

idea it was Jesus they were serving, Jesus still accepts their acts of love. They who 

love—or even attempt to love—do the will of the Father, even if they do it 

imperfectly. 

And there are many ways to do this. The gospel counsels include, but are not 

limited to, caring for orphans and widows, feeding the hungry, giving drink to the 

thirsty, caring for the sick, clothing the naked, sheltering the homeless, visiting the 

imprisoned, ransoming the captive, burying the dead, admonishing the sinner, 

instructing the ignorant, counseling the doubtful, comforting the sorrowful, bearing 

wrongs patiently, forgiving all injuries, and praying for the living and the dead. As 

long as these and any other good deed are done to the glory of God or because it is 

the right thing, and not for applause, this is virtuous—not virtue-signaling. 

If you act justly and are accused of virtue-signaling, you should never feel 

intimidated or ashamed. Nor should you feel you have to prove your innocence. 

God is the only judge who matters in such cases. That is one reason why St. Paul 

tells the Romans to take it easy on each other when it came to the triviality of food 

preferences. Paul understood that some people had qualms of conscience about 

eating certain foods they saw as ritually unclean while others ate whatever they 

pleased. Instead of choosing sides and sitting in judgment of one faction, Paul told 

all parties concerned to see each other in the light of love: 

“Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must 

not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. Who are you to 

pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or 

fall” (Rom. 14:3–4) 

To understand what is and is not virtue-signaling—and to act always out of love 

rather than shame or pride—is to fulfill the will of God and walk in peace before 

God and with one another. Those who walk in that peace help the work of the 

kingdom of God, and send out ripples across the world. 
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Readings for this Weekend – January 29th 

Zephaniah 2:3, 3:12-13 

1 Corinthians 1:26-31 

Matthew 5:1-12a 

Readings for next Weekend – February 5th 

Isaiah 58:7-10 

1 Corinthians 2:1-5 

Matthew 5:13-16 

Donations for last Weekend – January 22nd 

Regular collection:  $2,034 

THANK YOU! 

 

 

We continue to pray for peace in the troubled areas of our world, and in 

particular, we pray for the people of the Ukraine and all those affected by the  

We join our Holy Father in his prayer intentions for January 2023 –For educators- 

We pray that educators may be credible witnesses, teaching fraternity rather than 

competition and helping the youngest and most vulnerable above all. 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK AND THOSE IN NEED 

If you would like to add a name to our prayer list, contact the Parish office. 

We kindly ask that you do not request a name to be included without the express 

consent of the person for whom you are requesting prayer. While the request may 

be very well-intentioned, we want to respect people’s right to privacy. 

We ask for prayer for Charles Thomas and his ministry, Betty and Robert 

Friedland, Kathryn Jones and her family, Brian and Maria Cosgrove,  

Richard Rakin, Andrew Mikulski, Rod Baumert, Todd Conklin, Jean Van Lowe 

 

PRAYERS FOR THE DEARLY DEPARTED 

We lovingly remember in prayer all our deceased family members, friends, and 

parishioners and in particular:  

Gary Tempel, Jim Jensen, Bridget Hinkle, Det. Sgt. Frank Gualdino,  

Pope Benedict XVI, Arianna Toscano, Maureen Stiene, Louis Halvas 
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WEDNESDAY NIGHT SUPPER CLUB 

As you may know, the Interfaith Council of Liberty provides a FREE weekly meal 

to anyone who needs one.  Meals are served at the St. Paul’s Lutheran Church on 

Chestnut Street. Each Wednesday evening, a different faith or civic group prepares 

and serves the meal.  For many years, St. Peter’s Church was in the monthly 

rotation to prepare and serve.  Over the last several years, this ministry has been 

spearheaded by Court Mary Anthony of the Catholic Daughters.  As the Catholic 

Daughters have aged, their members are finding it increasingly difficult to have 

enough people to prepare and serve. They need our help! 

Would you be interested in helping one Wednesday a month?   

Let’s get St. Peter’s Parish back in the mix! 

Please call Christy at the Parish office for more information or to sign up.   

Thank you! 

 

WINTER FOOD AND DRINK DRIVE: SPONSORED BY OUR REP 

Now through Sunday, February 5th, we are accepting donations of the following 

items for our Parish Food Pantry: 

Cereal, Canned Soup, Coffee, Tea and Hot Cocoa 

If you would like to participate, simply place your donation (of any of the items 

listed above) on the table at the back of the Church.  There will also be a box in the 

St. Peter’s School building. 

 

REP MOVIE NIGHT 

Our Religious Education Program would like to host a “Movie Night” for the 

children/teens in our Parish.  The proposed date is Friday, February 10th at 6PM.  

Popcorn and drinks will be provided.  If your child would be interested in 

attending, please call or email Christy at the Parish Office by February 3rd.   If 

there is enough interest, we will move forward with the idea. 

 
 

MINISTRY WINTER HOURS 

For the months of January and February, The Clothes Closet, Food Pantry and 

Children’s Shop Ministries will be open on Saturdays ONLY from 9:00-12:00pm. 

 

TEEN INTERVENE 

. The goals of the Teen Intervene sessions are to help reduce or eliminate alcohol 

or drug use among teens, provide education around alcohol, nicotine, marijuana, 

and other drugs, and provide referrals to further help if needed. This is a FREE 

virtual program.  Contact: Teenintervene@adapp.org or call 845-561-3633 x47. 

 

ATTENTION, SINGLE CATHOLICS 

Starting the week of February 6th, NCSC will also be hosting a 6-week study 

series - “Relationship Ready: A Single Catholic’s Roadmap to Marriage” that will 

cover topics such as the meaning of love, communication, conflict 

resolution, male/female complementarity and much more.   To sign up for these 

programs, visit NationalCatholicSingles.com 

 

mailto:Teenintervene@adapp.org
https://nationalcatholicsinglesconference.msnd26.com/tracking/lc/529a3e59-091a-49de-907a-8430acba711a/32d6d4a4-6ddb-4027-87df-ddc9aafa9237/5f438317-912b-4835-bdbb-8cf0d0ae5ef2/
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Saturday evenings at 7 PM: Mass in Spanish  

 

Sunday mornings at 10 AM: Mass in English **  

 

Sunday evenings at 4:00 PM: Mass in English  

 

Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays at 8:30 AM: (Mass in English)  

 

**We will continue to livestream our Sunday morning Mass on 

Facebook. 
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